


Sunday, October 4, 2020
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

CALL TO WORSHIP
 

All heaven and earth proclaim the majesty of God’s creative power!
Praise God for the amazing and awesome beauty.
God has given us codes by which to live together in harmony and peace.

In these commandments,
God has summed up the ways we must respect one another.

Rejoice in the goodness of God.

Praise God for God’s complete and steadfast love for us.  Amen.

 

GATHERING SONG

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to
know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

 



FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Exodus.

The God of the exodus graciously gave Israel the Ten Commandments. Primarily stated as
negative imperatives, the Ten Commandments forbid gross sins such as murder, adultery, theft,
and perjury. In most of life they grant Israel freedom to live righteously, with maximum love for
God and neighbor.

1God spoke all these words:
  2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery;
3you shall have no other gods before me.
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not
acquit anyone who misuses his name.
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work.
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord
your God is giving you.
  13You shall not murder.
  14You shall not commit adultery.
  15You shall not steal.
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
  18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 19and said to Moses,
“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 20Moses
said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him
upon you so that you do not sin.”

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

 

PSALM: Psalm 19

 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,
  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork.
 2One day tells its tale | to another,



  and one night imparts knowledge | to another.
 3Although they have no | words or language,
  and their voices | are not heard,
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world,
  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun.
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course.
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it again;
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple.
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and re- | joice the heart;
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;
The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold.
Sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened,
And in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can detect one’s offenses
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;
Then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Philippians.

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison
to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.



For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans
will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the
same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will
put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him
the produce at the harvest time.”
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
 this was the Lord’s doing,
  and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people



that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him
as a prophet.

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   Psalm 81 “Sing aloud unto God our Strength; make a joyful noise
unto the God of Jacob”

Nicolas Vallet (c1583 - c1642)

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with
your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring the
fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared
deeply for your creation (especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today). Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

 



Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world
leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and
suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We
call to mind those who are struggling today (especially Ken, Mary, Katana, Connor, Robert, Fritz,
Neil, Maria, Ralph, Beryl, Rose Marie, Nya, Muriel, Karen, Ron, Brian, and Kolby). Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and a
future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the
workplace, and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our chorus join
theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Amen.

 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG: “ The Lord’s Prayer” Nicolas Vallet (c1583 - c1642)

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

 

 



** PLEASE REMEMBER **

 TO BOOK IN ADVANCE FOR “LIMITED” SUNDAY WORSHIP

By calling the office (519-271-8527) Monday to Thursday 8:00 am to 1:30 pm and
Friday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.

For the recorded version of Pastor Jeff’s Sermon of today
Visit our website at

www.zionstratford.com

We are very pleased to have Terry McKenna
(Lutenist) joining us this morning.

Terry plays many musical styles but has a particular
interest in Early Music, especially when performed on
period instruments.  He has spent his career playing
with the Toronto Consort, Puirt a Baroque and the
Stratford Festival among many others.  Until recently,
Terry was the Classical Guitar and Lute instructor at
Wilfrid Laurier University.

http://www.zionstratford.com.


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required for our younger children

when Sunday School resumes.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades

1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more information,

please contact Paula McNaughton
at 519-273-2174.

The Flowers in the Sanctuary are placed in loving memory of parents,
Lloyd and Hazel Tuer; and brother, Steven Tuer

by Kevin and Mary Jane Tuer.

CAN YOU SING?  DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?  
INSTRUMENTALISTS / SOLOISTS NEEDED

As we slowly begin to see a glimmer of hope that this COVID
crisis may soon be coming to an end, it is clear that singing,
one of the most basic activities we have used for centuries

to celebrate our faith, may still not be allowed for many
months to come. The very early stages of returning to

gathering at Zion will begin in September with appropriate social distancing. Music will still be a part of
this new beginning as we are fortunate to have our regular accompanists, Sandra Mogensen and Marco

Burak and I certainly hope to contribute as often as needed.

In this new Amber phase in September we will be allowed to include solo singers and instrumentalists in
our services. I am putting out the call to anyone who may be willing to contribute their talents in these
areas to bring some joy and healing to our regular 10:00 a.m. services. If you are nervous, please don’t be
as I will work with you until you are comfortable.

I will also occasionally be bringing in other local musicians who may not be members of our congregation.
Please leave your contact information with Jane in the church office if you feel that you could participate in
our services in this way. I look forward to hearing from you,

Minister of Music — Paul Shilton



ETERNITY FOR TODAY

The list of subscribers to “Eternity For Today” has been misplaced.  If you subscribe, or wish to subscribe,
could you please call Jane in the office at 519-271-8527 in order for us to make up a new list.  Office
hours are  Monday to Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Thank you!



WE HAVE MISSED YOU


