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EPIPHANY 4 January 30, 2022

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
Who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us,
And reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

Rejoice in this good news:

In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of
eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that we may
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING:  JEREMIAH 1:4-10

A reading from Jeremiah.

God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb. Jeremiah’s task is to
preach God’s word amid the difficult political realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile.
He is to make God known not only to Judah, but also to the nations.

4Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
 and before you were born I consecrated you;
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7But the
LORD said to me, 
 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
 for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
 and you shall speak whatever I command you.
 8Do not be afraid of them,
 for I am with you to deliver you,
 says the LORD.”
9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, 
 “Now I have put my words in your mouth.
 10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
 to pluck up and to pull down,
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 to destroy and to overthrow,
 to build and to plant.”

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:  PSALM 71:1-6

1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge;
  let me never be put to shame.
 2In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free;
  incline your ear to me and save me.
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe;
  you are my crag and my stronghold.
 4Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,
  from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
 5For you are my hope, O Lord GOD,
  my confidence since I was young.
 6I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you have
been my strength;
  my praise shall be always of you. 

SECOND READING:  1CORINTHIANS 13:1-13

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that God
gives us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind of
love that God showed us in Jesus Christ.

1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not
have love, I gain nothing.
  4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
  8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only
in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an
end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now
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I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith,
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL:  LUKE 4:21-30

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed.
Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically
pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as
outsiders.

21Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that
came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless you
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell
you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many
widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months,
and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a
widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in
the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he
passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: 
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1jTjTKa_kNDJ8-3eJ

Click on the link above to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the separate heading
“Sermons”)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.

Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries and communities of
compassion that bear witness to your enduring presence among us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to destruction of natural
resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire the work of scientists who urge us to live
in harmony with your creation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany immigrants, refugees, and
asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden leaders to draft
compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who assist them. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love all who are lonely,
fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or spirit (especially
Violet, Elizabeth, Robert, Sharon, Susan, Brian, Nya, Jane, Maria, Bob, Brian, Murray, Mary,
Lynnette, Al, Mark, Glenn, Beryl, Cathy, Jack, John, Muriel, Katana, Ron, Brian, and Kolby).
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this congregation and in
this community. Give us humble hearts to follow their leadership. Inspire us with their laughter,
their insight, and their curiosity. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to face. Abide with us in
this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your neverending love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favour and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
--------------------------------

CANCELLATION UPDATE

ON JANUARY 24, 2022 BISHOP PRYSE HAS RECOMMENDED TO

ALL EASTERN SYNOD CONGREGATIONS

AN EXTENSION OF THE CANCELLATION OF ALL IN-PERSON

WORSHIP SERVICES & OTHER GATHERINGS

FOR AN ADDITIONAL TWO (2) WEEKS

TO ALLOW TIME FOR THE PROJECTED PEAK OF THE OMICRON
VARIANT, AND FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH EFFECTS OF THE
LESSENING OF RESTRICTIONS TO BECOME BETTER KNOWN.

AS SUCH, SHOULD CURRENT TRENDS CONTINUE,

HE RECOMMENDS RESUMING IN-PERSON WORSHIP

WITH A “FEBRUARY 20, 2022" TARGET DATE
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https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggp_jJ6tLtg&list=RDggp_jJ6tLtg&index=1


CONDITIONAL UPON LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH

REGULATIONS FOR OUR AREA.

PLEASE REFER TO OUR WEBSITE AT

www.zionstratford.com

FOR UPDATES !!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH COUNCIL: Nominations are now open for three (3)
positions on Congregational Church Council.  Your  nominations can be submitted in advance of
or in person at the Annual Meeting, which is slated for Sunday, March 13, 2022.  Please send
nominations to Kevin Tuer kevintuer@gmail.com or 519-273-6205 or to any other church council
member.

ANNUAL REPORTS: A reminder that submissions for the Annual Report will be due on
Monday, January 31, 2022.  Committee Chairpersons are asked to write an article for the
committee’s events over the past year 2021.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

AS WE MOVE FORWARD PLANNING FOR OUR RE-OPENING:

WE ARE ENCOURAGING YOU TO VOLUNTEER as an “Usher or Reader” as volunteers
are needed to celebrate our weekly Worship.  If you are able to help us out by volunteering for any
role, please contact Jane in the office 519-271-8527.

We are urgently needing a volunteer to be Captain of our Team 6.  Please call Jane in the office if you
are able to help.  Thank you for your assistance!!
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A SPECIAL “THANK YOU” TO OUR CURRENT VOLUNTEERS
FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!

ESPECIALLY  DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES!!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

As we face another set back during this pandemic,
I would like to share this prayer with you.

Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for reminding me that true joy can be found by having you in my life. Forgive
me for letting the struggles of this world steal my joy. I come into your presence today,
ready to experience more joy.

Psalm 23:6 reminds me that “your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life…”
Thank you for this promise. With your goodness and love right beside me, I can always find
reasons to be joyful. Lord, as I see others who are hurting, help me reach out and share the
renewed joy I’ve found in you.

In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.
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