
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022

1



ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Stratford, Ontario

Church Office: 519-271-8527 Cell:519-274-1300
website: www.zionstratford.com email: zionlc@golden.net
People of Zion Ministers
Rev. Jeffrey Laustsen Pastor
Sister Jean Widmeyer Visitation Minister
Paul Shilton  Minister of Music
Laura Burton Organist
Sandra Mogensen Pianist

EPIPHANY 6 February 13, 2022

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches
of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 17:5-10

A reading from Jeremiah.

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that contrast
two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life.
Life without God brings a curse, the power of death.

 5Thus says the LORD:
 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
  and make mere flesh their strength,
  whose hearts turn away from the LORD.
 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
  and shall not see when relief comes.
 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
  in an uninhabited salt land.

 7Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
  whose trust is the LORD.
 8They shall be like a tree planted by water,
  sending out its roots by the stream.
 It shall not fear when heat comes,
  and its leaves shall stay green;
 in the year of drought it is not anxious,
  and it does not cease to bear fruit.
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 9The heart is devious above all else;
  it is perverse—
  who can understand it?
 10I the LORD test the mind
  and search the heart,
 to give to all according to their ways,
  according to the fruit of their doings.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:  PSALM 1

1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do
not wither;
  everything they do shall prosper.
 4It is not so with the wicked;
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

SECOND READING:  1CORINTHIANS 15:12-20

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been
raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death.

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised;
14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been
in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he
raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are
not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life
only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL:  LUKE 6:17-26

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and
demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is
truly blessed in the eyes of God.

17[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and
Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for
power came out from him and healed all of them.
  20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
 “Blessed are you who are poor,
  for yours is the kingdom of God.
 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
  for you will be filled.
 “Blessed are you who weep now,
  for you will laugh.
  22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame
you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is
great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
 24“But woe to you who are rich,
  for you have received your consolation.
 25“Woe to you who are full now,
  for you will be hungry.
 “Woe to you who are laughing now,
  for you will mourn and weep.
  26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON:
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1jUriGlIgsiUjgQQN

Click on the link above to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the separate heading
“Sermons”)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.

Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who profess your name and
bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. Through your church speak continued blessing into
the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless fruit trees with an
abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore land that has eroded after
deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility. Inspire leaders to collaborate
on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain truth-tellers and social movements that
challenge society to become more honest and just. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend to those struggling with
poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide for all who are hungry. Console those who face
persecution. Grant peace to all who suffer (especially Mary Anne, Violet, Elizabeth, Maria,
Brian, Sharon, Susan, Nya, Jane, Brian, Murray, Mary, Lynnette, Al, Mark, Glenn, Beryl, Cathy,
John, Muriel, Katana, Brian, and Kolby). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream for the future you are
preparing, inspire us by the examples of Martin Luther and all the reformers. Bless new projects
and new ministry partnerships. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the resurrection. We praise you for
the lives of the saints who lived and died in the hope of eternal life with you (especially). God of
grace,
hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favour and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
--------------------------------

WELCOME BACK !!

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT “IN-PERSON”

WORSHIP WILL RESUME NEXT

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20th

at 10:00 a.m.

PRE-REGISTRATION WILL STILL BE REQUIRED!

AS WELL, COVID PROTOCOLS (MASKS, SOCIAL
DISTANCING, ETC.) WILL STILL BE IN PLACE

JUST AS THEY WERE BEFORE WE WERE SHUT DOWN.

PLEASE CALL JANE TO REGISTER AT 519-271-8527
BEFORE 3:00 P.M. ON FRIDAYS.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!!! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH COUNCIL: Nominations are now open for three (3)
positions on Congregational Church Council.  Your  nominations can be submitted in advance of or
in person at the Annual Meeting, which is slated for Sunday, March 13, 2022.  Please send
nominations to Kevin Tuer kevintuer@gmail.com or 519-273-6205 or to any other church council
member.

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: There are three vacant positions to be filled on The
Endowment Fund Committee in 2022.  The time commitment is not great, only 3 or 4 meetings per
year.  If you feel you could serve in this way, please contact Marg Lamont at 519-271-3575.

COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR: Pastor Jeff is once again walking as a member of the
“Holy Walkers” from the Stratford and District Council of Churches in support of two local
organizations that help people in need in our community: Stratford/Perth ShelterLink and the
Stratford Connection Centre.  You can sponsor his walk by visiting www.cnoy.org or by contacting
Pastor Jeff at laustsen311@gmail.com

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH AS WE WORSHIP:

Greeters: Volunteers Needed Reader: Sister Jean Widmeyer
Usher Captain: Steve Lamont Counting Captain: Tom Cosstick

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

**  AS WE MOVE FORWARD **

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS to assist in the roles of “Usher or Reader”.  If
you are able to help us out by volunteering for one of these roles or for any role, please contact
Jane in the office 519-271-8527.

We are urgently needing a volunteer to be Captain of our Team 6.  Please call Jane in the
office if you are able to help.  Thank you for your assistance!!
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A SPECIAL “THANK YOU” TO OUR CURRENT VOLUNTEERS
FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!

ESPECIALLY  DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES!!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I would like to share the following prayer with you.

A Prayer for God’s Strength When You’re Running on Empty
By: Emily Rose Massey

“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” (Psalm
73:26, NASB).

When empowerment culture shouts “You cannot pour from an empty cup!” I remind my heart that
I can pour from an empty cup, for the Lord is my portion! It’s when my “cup” is empty that I can be
filled up with God’s strength.  And that’s the best place for me to be. When I cannot rely on myself
at all, I can rely on Him and lean upon the Lord, my Rock. This also means we must take time to be
filled up with Him by staying in His Word. If we are looking for “self-care” to be “filled up,” the best
care for our soul is to set aside a part of our day to commune with the Lord. God uses “empty cups”
to reveal that He is enough!

Father, 

I am feeling so exhausted, stressed, and empty…like I have nothing left to give. But I trust that
is exactly where You want me to be so that I can rely on You alone. You give me the strength
and grace to continue to pour because Your grace and mercy are fresh for me every day.
Instead of trying to muster up the strength in myself, I lift my eyes to You and call out to You
for help.

When I am feeling weary, I run to You. Help me find moments throughout my day to spend
time with You as You continue to teach me that You are enough for me.

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen.
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