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EPIPHANY 5 February 6, 2022

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

2

mailto:zionlc@golden.net


GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints stand in awe.
Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace make us heralds of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 6:1 -8 (9-13)

A reading from Isaiah.

Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God to announce
judgment against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness and shortcomings, Isaiah is initially hesitant.
But when God calls, Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send me!”

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem
of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with
two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And
one called to another and said: 
 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
 the whole earth is full of his glory.”
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with
smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with
a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your
lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” [9And
he said, “Go and say to this people: 
 ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend;
 keep looking, but do not understand.’
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 10Make the mind of this people dull,
  and stop their ears,
  and shut their eyes,
 so that they may not look with their eyes,
  and listen with their ears,
 and comprehend with their minds,
  and turn and be healed.”
 11Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said:
 “Until cities lie waste
  without inhabitant,
 and houses without people,
  and the land is utterly desolate;
 12until the LORD sends everyone far away,
  and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land.
 13Even if a tenth part remain in it,
  it will be burned again,
 like a terebinth or an oak
  whose stump remains standing
  when it is felled.”
 The holy seed is its stump.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:  PSALM 138

1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
  before the gods I will sing your praise.
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast
love and faithfulness;
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
 3When I called, you answered me;
  you increased my strength within me.
 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.
 5They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
  that great is the glory of the LORD.
 6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
 8You will make good your purpose for me;
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 
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SECOND READING:  1CORINTHIANS 15:1-11

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the lineage of the
Christian faith, we have received the good news of God’s love from generations of believers
before us, and we continue to tell this story to the world.

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which
you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you
hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are
still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I
am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they,
so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL:  LUKE 5:1-11

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, James, and John,
Jesus’ teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After Jesus’ creative power is
revealed, fear and amazement leads these three fishermen to leave everything behind to become
apostles.

1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on
him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had
gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the
crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep
water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6When they had done
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7So they signalled their
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that

5



they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all who were with him were amazed at the
catch of fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be
catching people.” 11When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed
him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: 
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1jT4J7sZwvXT-o-NM

Click on the link above to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the separate heading
“Sermons”)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.

Equip your church to proclaim the good news that we have first received: the forgiveness and
grace shown to us through Jesus Christ. Send us out as apostles, sharing the hope of your
salvation with a waiting world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Holy are you, O God of hosts. Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. Reveal your splendor
in fiery sunsets and in deep blue twilights. Teach us to recognize you in the beauty of our natural
world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Soften the hearts of rulers and governments that they perceive and tend to the needs of their
people. Remove corruption and the impulse toward violence. Protect first responders and military
personnel who risk their lives in service of others. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon those who look to you for hope and healing.
Bless doctors, nurses, social workers, therapists, and all caregivers. Draw near to those who are
scared, sick, or in pain (especially Violet, Elizabeth, Robert, Sharon, Susan, Brian, Nya, Jane,
Maria, Bob, Brian, Murray, Mary, Lynnette, Al, Mark, Glenn, Beryl, Cathy, Jack, John, Muriel,
Katana, Ron, Brian, and Kolby). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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The disciples received help from partners as they brought in an abundant catch of fish. So
strengthen this congregation’s partnerships with community organizations and ministries.
Multiply our shared efforts and bring joy to our relationships. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We give thanks for our ancestors in faith who boldly answered your call. By their example give
us courage to live in faith and to proclaim your mercy until the day that you gather us into your
glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favour and + give you peace.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
--------------------------------

CANCELLATION UPDATE

ON JANUARY 24, 2022 BISHOP PRYSE HAS RECOMMENDED TO

ALL EASTERN SYNOD CONGREGATIONS

AN EXTENSION OF THE CANCELLATION OF ALL IN-PERSON

WORSHIP SERVICES & OTHER GATHERINGS

FOR AN ADDITIONAL TWO (2) WEEKS

TO ALLOW TIME FOR THE PROJECTED PEAK OF THE OMICRON
VARIANT, AND FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH EFFECTS OF THE
LESSENING OF RESTRICTIONS TO BECOME BETTER KNOWN.

AS SUCH, SHOULD CURRENT TRENDS CONTINUE,

HE RECOMMENDS RESUMING IN-PERSON WORSHIP
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WITH A “FEBRUARY 20, 2022" TARGET DATE

CONDITIONAL UPON LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH

REGULATIONS FOR OUR AREA.

PLEASE REFER TO OUR WEBSITE AT

www.zionstratford.com

FOR UPDATES !!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH COUNCIL: Nominations are now open for three (3)
positions on Congregational Church Council.  Your  nominations can be submitted in advance of
or in person at the Annual Meeting, which is slated for Sunday, March 13, 2022.  Please send
nominations to Kevin Tuer kevintuer@gmail.com or 519-273-6205 or to any other church council
member.

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: There are three vacant positions to be filled on The
Endowment Fund Committee in 2022.  The time commitment is not great, only 3 or 4 meetings per
year.  If you feel you could serve in this way, please contact Marg Lamont at 519-271-3575.

COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR: Pastor Jeff is once again walking as a member of the
“Holy Walkers” from the Stratford and District Council of Churches in support of two local
organizations that work people in need in our community: Stratford/Perth ShelterLink and the
Stratford Connection Centre.  You can sponsor his walk by visiting www.cnoy.org or by contacting
Pastor Jeff at laustsen311@gmail.com

MUSIC BY PAUL SHILTON: Paul has forwarded a beautiful video of a piece called “From 
This Place” by Pat Metheny which I have forwarded to Gerry to put on our website at
www.zionstratford. com
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**AS WE MOVE FORWARD PLANNING FOR OUR RE-OPENING**

WE ARE ENCOURAGING YOU TO VOLUNTEER as an “Usher or Reader” as
volunteers are needed to celebrate our weekly Worship.  If you are able to help us out by
volunteering for any role, please contact Jane in the office 519-271-8527.

We are urgently needing a volunteer to be Captain of our Team 6.  Please call Jane in the office if
you are able to help.  Thank you for your assistance!!

A SPECIAL “THANK YOU” TO OUR CURRENT VOLUNTEERS
FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!

ESPECIALLY  DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES!!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I would like to share this “Prayer for More of God’s Peace and Less Stress” with you.

Heavenly Father,

I know you are always with me, but sometimes I stray from you. I forget the incredible gift
of the Holy Spirit, and I struggle to do things on my own. Forgive me for striving to take the

reins of control over my life. Teach me your way instead.

Holy Spirit, I invite you to come. Fill my mind and heart with your love, joy, and peace. I
receive the gift of your presence in me and with me. Light my path today and show me how

to walk in your way of peace. Show me how to live with an attitude of surrender.

Lord, give me discernment, so that I might truly understand your priorities for my day.
When interruptions come, give me patience. When other people need help I didn’t expect,

empower me to serve them with your love. 

Father, I turn my heart to you, and I ask you to lead me through this day. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

11

http://www.zionstratford.com
http://www.zionstratford.com
file:///|//https///www.icloud.com/attachment/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcvws.icloud-content.com%2FB%2FATS5jHmzvTOhps4NU9HleFLlYHouAWR8Lel4FPz41uXueoHLPQK
tiK4W%2F%24%7Bf%7D%3Fo%3DAhzYowS4vrhNBhaYGinu0zSfYSe8qoZIzIXVRvyMNxrQ%26v%3D1%26x%3D3%26a%3DCAog8YKaql12rIAZt24uo3YptmrkNvQBk

