
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, give us peace beyond our fear, and hope
beyond our sorrow.” ELW Hymn 612

For over forty years I have been a regular visitor in hospitals and other
health care facilities; but unlike many of the medical professions who
work in these places, my role is not always clear.  I cannot diagnose or
treat an illness like a doctor; I cannot perform a delicate operation like
a skilled surgeon; I cannot provide bedside care like a nurse or
rehabilitation services like a physiotherapist.  My role is to bring the
ministry of the church to persons who are hospitalized with a wide

variety of illnesses; and while I do not have a specific treatment for their ailments, what I can
offer is the healing ministry of the Church of Jesus Christ that began with our Lord’s work
in healing the sick, and has passed on to the generations of Christians who continue to “pray
for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.”

Along with preaching and teaching, healing was a central part of Jesus’ ministry among his
people.  The Gospel of Matthew reports that “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease
and every sickness among the people.” (Matthew 4:23).  He cleansed lepers, restored sight
to the blind, gave those who were unable to walk get on their feet, and even raised dead
persons like Jairus’ daughter and Lazarus.  Jesus’ healings gave comfort and wholeness to
those who received his blessing and gave all people a glimpse of the coming Kingdom of
God where “death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the
first things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:4).  Jesus’ healing ministry continued among
his apostles to whom he gave “power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases,
and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” (Luke 9:1-2). 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, apostles such as Peter continued the healing ministry of our
Lord when he took a man lame from birth “by the right hand and raised him up; and
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immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.” (Acts 3:7).  The letter of James instructs
church leaders to continue this healing ministry as they pray over the sick in their midst,
“anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.  The prayer of faith will save the sick, and
the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.” (James
5:14-15).  Christians are called in all times and places to “cast all your anxieties on him,
because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7).

This month, the church remembers St. Luke, the apostle and evangelist who wrote both the
Gospel According to Luke and the Acts of the Apostles.  Luke is also remembered as a
physician, and his feast day on October 18 is often an occasion for churches to offer services
of healing for all in need of the prayers which we believe are “powerful and effective.”
(James 5:18).  Lutherans do not believe that healing prayers should be a substitution for
medical treatments, nor do we believe that we have powers to magically cure persons of their
ailments.  We do believe that prayer is powerful, that it assures us of God’s presence even
in the most difficult moments of suffering.  We pray on these and all occasions in the
assurance that God hears our prayers, that God is with us in whatever trials and ordeals we
may experience, and that even though our illnesses may result in death we have the assurance
that not even death can separate us from the love of God that is ours in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
We offer one another the prayers that we know make a difference in our lives, the assurance
that in all circumstances “the steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lamentations
3:22-23).

1. “A Service of Prayer and Healing is no substitute for either medicine or the proper
care of one’s health.  Those who participate in the healing ministry of the church are
simply channels of God’s love.  God does not promise that we will be spared
suffering but does promise to be with us through our suffering.  Trusting in that
promise we are enabled to recognize God’s grace and sustaining presence in pain,
sickness, injury, and estrangement.” – Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Manchester,
Missouri.

We engage in the healing ministry of our Lord entrusted to the church every Sunday when
we pray for all who are suffering from any illness of disease, all who ask for our prayers,
persons we know and persons who are unknown to us but are beloved children of God.  As
a pastor, I visit hospitals, long-term care facilities, and wherever people are experiencing
illness not because I can offer medical assistance but because I am a channel of God’s love,
an earthen vessel called to bring the power of God’s healing presence.  We know that the
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prayers we offer are indeed “powerful and effective,” because they are prayers we share with
those who God so loved that he gave his only Son so that no illness or affliction can defeat
us or separate us from God’s love.  May we continue to offer prayers for all who are
suffering or in need knowing that God will hear our prayers and come to them with the
assurance that “you who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and
gladness; Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.” 

2. “God of compassion, your Son Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, made the broken
whole and healed the sick.  Touch our wounds, relieve our hurts, and restore to us
wholeness of life, through the same Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.”

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Jeff Laustsen

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SEPTEMBER 21, 2022

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

The September 21, 2022 Congregational Council Meeting was held in person in the
Fellowship Hall and via Zoom Conference.

Our COVID policy will remain the same as it has been for the summer, masks are
recommended.

With Sunday School classes resuming once again, it was decided to bring back the coffee
hour after the morning service.

At our October Congregational Council meeting we will be reviewing the Bridgebuilder
Report completed in 2017 to help guide us as we continue our discussions regarding the
future direction of Zion. 

The Property Committee, Accessibility Advisory Committee and Visioning Committee will
be resuming meetings in October.

Donations/offerings, can continue to be completed via our Church website, including an
option for E-Transfer, in addition to the PAR program, mailing cheques or dropping off
donations either at the Church office weekday mornings or in the locked mailbox at your
convenience.

UPDATE - LIVESTREAMING SERVICES

This topic has been on the Agenda of the congregational Council

for a number of months.  To operate the system, we do require

volunteers.  We have reached out to our members on several occasions in both the weekly

Bulletin and the monthly Newsletter requesting volunteers to operate the system.  To date,

we have not received any responses to our requests for assistance in operating the system. 

Due to the startup costs related to livestreaming coupled with not receiving any responses

for assistance, the decision has been made not to move forward at this time.  We will raise

the topic again in a few months due to the importance of this program.  At this point, we ask

for your understanding as to the decision we have made at this time.

ETERNITY FOR TODAY

Any one wanting to renew their subscription; or, new subscription

requests to “Eternity For Today” please contact Joanne Cosstick at

519-273-1280 or Jane in the Church Office at 519-271-8527 by

October 31st.

Payment may be made by placing cash or a cheque in the amount of

$19.00 in a separate envelope with your name and “Eternity For Today” written on the

outside.

The envelope can then be either mailed, placed in the offering plate upon entering the Church

or put in our mailbox.

Thank you!

THANKSGIVING OFFERING

As in the past, the “Thanksgiving” offering envelopes for this year

will be apportioned one-half to the House of Blessing and one-half

to the Current Fund.



“Thanksgiving” offering envelopes are available on the table at the back of the Sanctuary,

on the table located at the ramp door and also on a table inside the entrance off the parking

lot.

Thank you for your continued support!

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY *NOVEMBER 6, 2022*

The church remembers those who have passed away over the past year. 

This year All Saints’ Sunday will be celebrated on November 6, 2022.

If you wish to have a loved one added to our prayer list, please call

Jane in the office at 519-271-8527  by Thursday, November 3, 2022.

Violet Cook

+ September 3, 2022+

 - - - - - - - - - -

Beatrix Deighton

+September 12, 2022+

 - - - - - - - - - -

OCTOBER VOLUNTEERS

Listed below are those who are scheduled to serve in October as a reminder and as a

“THANK YOU” for serving.

Please Note: There are no Communion Assistants at the present time.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Oct. 2 N/A Jim & Judy

Stanley

Stephen

Fischer

Brian

Coe

Audrey

Miller

Oct. 9 N/A Gerry & Janet

Ahrens

Carmen Beck Steve Lamont No Counters

Oct. 16 N/A Robert &

Beverley Keutsch

Glenn

Rittinger

Jerry

Terhaerdt

Tim Iredale

Oct. 23 N/A Ellen Wolfe Marilyn Wells Tom Cosstick Lois Lemon

Oct. 30 N/A Lorraine Skowby Isabel Cook Darrell

Renecker

Lois Lemon



WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

A Christian is someone who follows Christ, believes in Jesus Christ as their Savior, repents

of their sins, and models their life after Him. However, the first Christians did not call

themselves that for quite a while. At first, followers of Christ called themselves followers

or people of “The Way” (Acts 9:2). The Way comes from Jesus’s own words, when He said,

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”

(John 14:6). Jesus offered himself as the way — not a way, note the distinction, but the way

— to heaven. He is the path we are to follow to achieve salvation and find oneness in unity

with Him and with God the Father in heaven. 

The first Jesus-followers, or followers of The Way, embraced a life devoted to sharing the

teachings of Jesus and on spreading the Gospel to others. They baptized others, and the Holy

Spirit ignited and spread through them across the earth. 

Eventually, they began calling themselves Christians. In fact, the first use of the term comes

in Acts, after Barnabas brought Paul to Antioch and the two apostles taught there for a year.

As it says in Acts 26:11, “The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”

The Greek word used in this passage is Christianous or Christianos, which comes from

Christos and means “follower of Christ.”

WHY SHOULD CHRISTIANS GO TO CHURCH TODAY?

But there is great benefit in attending and belonging to a specific church – and not just the

Church Universal, but the Christian church across the world dedicated to sharing the Gospel

and bringing about God’s kingdom here on earth. There are important reasons why humans

do well in church and benefit from attending today: 

Here are a few reasons:

1. Church is a good place to get consistent weekly faith teaching.

2. Church is a good opportunity to worship the Lord, whether in song, in silence, in prayer,

or in devotion.

3. Church helps bring other Christian believers alongside us. No, these believers are not

always perfect, but it is really helpful to do life alongside other people of faith. It helps us

stay accountable, it helps us model discipleship to others, and it helps us learn that

discipleship by watching others model it to us. 

4. Church reminds us of our values. In a time when culture tells us almost anything is

acceptable, church is a place where we focus on the values that Christ imparted and try to

strive for them. It’s a powerful voice in a world that is often being drowned out by the

enemy.

5. Church can help us to help others more effectively. For example, consider our finances.

Alone, we might be able to donate some money to help some people in need. But when we

pool our efforts and our funds with other people of faith, we can do more. We can have a

larger impact. This can attract other people to help and bring awareness to important issues

that might otherwise not be addressed in our community or neighborhood.

6. Church can be a great place to gather with people different from us. A lot of times in our

workplaces, our schools, or our neighborhoods, we are surrounded by people who look very

much like us. They dress the same, talk the same, and might be in the same economic

position or have similar family structures. They might be in the same life age and stage as

we are. But in church we have the opportunity to be around people of different ages.

Children have the opportunity to be around older people, who have the opportunity to mingle

with teens, who have the ability to rub elbows with business people, who can gather with

retirees. We learn a lot from each other.

7. Church is a place where the Holy Spirit can move powerfully. Jesus said, “Where two or

three gather in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20). The Holy Spirit is alive

in us when we believe, and its flame can be stoked when our flame gathers with other

believers. Put a bunch of believers in a room together and look out—it can be a Holy Spirit

explosion! It’s a very good thing. Just like when you take two candles and put them together

and their light shines brighter, it’s the same thing with Christian believers. The Holy Spirit

is magnified.

8. Church helps us be less self-absorbed. It forces us to take time out of other things we

might prefer to do and instead devote that time to God. Take Lazarus’s sisters, Martha and

Mary—Martha was doing what she thought she was supposed to be doing, preparing the

meal, but Mary made the better choice by stopping to sit at Jesus’s feet and focusing on Him.



As Jesus said in Luke 10:42, she made the better choice. Sometimes we think we might need

to do laundry, catch up on sleep, or do a project. Perhaps we really just need to be sitting at

the foot of Jesus, soaking in his wisdom and his light and being a conduit for his truth in the

world. We need to recharge from the source.

A PRAYER FOR FALL

By: Emma Danzey

    Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity

under the heavens.”

It is about to be a time of season change here. As I looked outside my kitchen window, the

tree across the street gave me a preview of what is to come. The green leaves are starting to

turn into vibrant reds, oranges, and yellows. The season of fall is a reminder to us in many

ways of the underlying work of our Creator that comes forth. Just like these leaves become

brand new and beautified, by the help of the Holy Spirit, our lives can go through the same

type of process of spiritual transformation.

Today as we pray for the upcoming fall, may it be a reminder to us of the work of God in our

lives and hearts. We are being made into His image and transformed into His likeness. As

Ecclesiastes shares, there is a season for everything, and we can press into this season of

Autumn and reflect on our great God.

Let's Pray:

Dear Creator of All,

Thank you for the beautiful changes that are coming. Thank you for the crisp fall air, the

colorful unveiling of your glory, the harvest of many fruits and vegetables, and the finale of

your year-long process. As we reflect on Your goodness today, thank You for the season that

reminds us that You make all things new. Thank you for the time of year that brings

coolness, abundance, and bright colors.

As I look at your creation through nature, would You remind me of Your glory? Reveal to

me Your power and Your grace. No matter what I am going through in this time, help me to

open my eyes to see the visual that You are working and are not done with me. I confess the

areas of sin and darkness in my life. Help me Holy Spirit to be renewed by You day by day.

I lay down my agenda. I lay down my plans for what life should look like and entrust myself

to you. Just as you make the trees look more beautiful than before, Your plans and your ways

are higher than my own.

You say in Psalm 104:19, “He made the moon to mark the seasons, and the sun knows when

to go down.” You are the One who created the moon to reveal the season. Different times of

year have different lengths of days for a reason. Different seasons have different

temperatures and beauties about them. Fall is such a lively and exciting time of celebration

and life. Help my soul to join in with the praise from nature, worshiping You, the Creator.

Jesus, You celebrated the feast of trumpets, the day of atonement, and the feast of tabernacles

during this season of fall. These were times of repentance, forgiveness, joy, and celebration.

As we stand on this side of the cross and resurrection, may we not forget the work that You

have done on behalf of all who accept You as Saviour Jesus. We pray that we would allow

You to examine our hearts and refine any areas that need to be made more like You. Help

us to be reminded of this in this season of the saving grace of Christ. Help us to remember

that we have been given such forgiveness and identity in You.

Lord, the leaves that are turning are dying and becoming more beautiful. Would this be a

visual reminder to me to die to myself, pick up my cross, and follow You each day? To live

is Christ, to die is gain. Help me to not live by my flesh but by the Spirit so that others can

see You. I pray my life would be an aroma of You. May others see my actions and hear my

words and know that You are the Living God and You love them.

Fall is also a time of slowing down. Father, would you enable me to remember to pace

myself? Would you help me to find rest in You and strength to accomplish the tasks ahead

with You? Help me to live out of a place of being secure in You. Amen.


