
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“… the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in
the region of darkness and the shadow of death light has dawned.” – Matthew 4:16.

In some ways, the return of standard time is a welcome event for
me.  I regain the hour of sleep that I lost in the spring when we
switched to daylight savings time; the sun rises an hour earlier in
the morning, which makes getting out of bed much easier; and
the days follow a more natural rhythm than in the weeks leading
up to the change of time.  But standard time also brings with it
sunset at a much earlier hour; it is difficult to face the reality of

darkness appearing in the mid-afternoon.  The days grow shorter until we arrive at the
Winter Solstice and the longest night of the year.  While we know that this is the natural
order of the seasons, we long for those long days of summer and sunlight that lasted long
after supper had ended.

The darkness of this season is not only that which we experience in nature or outside of
our windows; for many people, the darkness that is experienced is a more profound
sadness and despair.  Even as we prepare for the coming of Christmas, many people find
themselves struggling with the darkness of depression, loneliness, grief, and a sadness that
cannot easily be remedied.  For many people, “Blue Christmas” is not merely an Elvis
Presley song; it speaks to the reality of the darkness that makes it difficult to join in the
celebration of this festive season.

Struggling with darkness and despair at Christmas is especially true for people who have
lost loved ones in this season.  I became one of these people in 2008, when my mother
died on December 19 after a long illness.  Her funeral service was on December 23, and
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then I returned to my congregation on Long Island to lead worship on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.  I went through the motions in those services, but I honestly do not
remember many details about them as my thoughts were still on the circumstances
surrounding her death and funeral.  The remembrance of her death became an annual
aspect of my preparation for leading Christmas worship and celebrating the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

While many people share my remembrance of the deaths of loved ones at Christmas, the
true message of this season is one that is addressed to those of us who have suffered
profound losses and have walked in the “valley of the shadow of death” and often find
it hard to muster any feelings of joy and gladness.  The birth of Jesus in the manger in
Bethlehem is first announced to shepherds “keeping watch over their flocks by night.”
(Luke 2:8).  That darkness was shattered when “an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.”  The light of the
angelic appearance is accompanied by the announcement of the birth of the Christ Child,
which is “good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (2:10-11).  The good news that the angels
proclaim is the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah: “The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has
shined.” (Isaiah 9:2).  John begins his Gospel with the proclamation of the good news that
“in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5).

It is of course most appropriate for us to rejoice and be glad at Christmas; but it is also
important that we recognize that the good news of the birth of our Saviour is good news
for all people, especially those who find themselves dwelling in “darkness and in the
shadow of death.”  We sing of the joy that was present in that “little town of Bethlehem,”
where “the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” We sing of the good
news that “came upon the Midnight clear,” a message of good news “to you, beneath
life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way with
painful steps and slow; look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing.” As we rejoice in the birth of
Jesus “away in a manger,” we pray that our Lord will “bless all the dear children in your
tender care and fit us for heaven to live with you there.” The good news of the birth of
Christ at Christmas is a message of hope for those living in darkness, a reminder that the
true message of Christmas is the blessed hope that nothing – not even death – can separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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• “We are able to bear the present darkness because we believe in the coming dawn,
a dawn that is not simply like the night, only longer, but a dawn in which the
shadows and shades of night are seen for what they are and are not, and we will
be able to tell the difference … The Christian hope is based upon the assurance
that the God who formed us out of his love and came among us as one of us will
not abandon us in the future in which he calls us.” – Peter Gomes.

For many people, this is a season of darkness that is far more profound than the fading
light that surrounds us.  This darkness is a reality that cannot easily be ignored or
overcome, but it is precisely to this darkness and despair that the Christmas message
speaks, encouraging us to hear the message of the angels and to know that the birth of our
Saviour is good news for us, a reminder that no darkness can overcome the light that is
ours in the blessed hope that “unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.” (Isaiah
9:6).

Yours in Christmas hope,
Pastor Jeff Laustsen

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NOVEMBER 2022

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

The November 16, 2022 Congregational Council Meeting was
held in person in the Fellowship Hall and via Zoom Conference.

As recommended by Bishop Pryse, we will update our COVID
policy to indicate masks are strongly recommended.  We will,
once again, put signs on all the entrance doors.

Congregational Council continue to discuss the future direction of ministry at Zion and
in the community.  A special Congregational Council meeting will be held on Saturday,
Janary 14, 2023 to review and update the Mission Statement and continue our
discussions.

The Endowment Fund Committee provided Congregational Council with their
recommendations for changes to the Zion Lutheran Church Endowment Fund Bylaws. 

Congregational Council accepted the recommendations of the Committee and the changes
will be presented to the Congregation at the Annual Meeting in 2023.

Bat-proofing the light fixtures in the sanctuary and replacing the light bulbs with LED
bulbs has begun.  We are replacing 185-watt bulbs with 40-watt bulbs.  An automatic
door opener for the south parking lot door has been ordered.

As we do not have enough volunteers to continue with Coffee Hour it will be put on hold
for now.

Donations/offerings, can continue to be completed via our Church website, including an
option for E-Transfer, in addition to the PAR program, mailing cheques or dropping off
donations either at the Church office weekday mornings or in the locked mailbox at your
convenience.

MESSAGE FROM YOUR TREASURER

As you read this Message, we have entered the month of December. 
As the Treasurer of our church and on behalf of the Finance
Committee along with the Congregational Council, I want to extend
a sincere “thank you” to our members who have responded to-date to
our recent request to reduce the deficit in our Current Fund.

As a reminder, the Deficit Appeal approved at the Annual Congregational Meeting earlier
this year contained a Deficit Appeal of $22,000.00.  If you have not responded to the
request as yet, we ask that you prayerfully consider your church in this time of need. 
Please know that if any member wants to discus the current Fund deficit with myself, or
any member of the Finance Committee or Congregational Council, please feel free to get
in contact with anyone of us to voice your concern(s).  In this process, we will endeavour
to explain our rational behind the expenses which are of concern to you personally.

In closing, “thank you” for your continuing faithfulness to the ministry of our Lord Jesus
Christ here at Zion Lutheran Church in these very challenging times for your church as
well as the community outside our doors.

Gerald Cook, Treasurer                                                                                                     
On behalf of the Congregational Council and Finance Committee



** YEAR END OFFERINGS **

PLEASE NOTE: We will be accepting 2022 offerings
at the office during the last week of December, namely
December 26 to December 30, 2022 or they can be left in
the locked mailbox.  We will also be accepting offerings

for 2022 on Sunday, January 1, 2023 as long as the member uses a 2022 offering
envelope.  If the offering is made via a cheque, it is must be dated with a
December date.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

During the 10 A.M. service on Sunday, December 18th the children
from our Sunday School will be presenting their Christmas
program.  This will be replacing the normal Christmas Concert
which was held in the evening in the past.  At the end of November,
your child(ren) will have brought home a copy of the song they will
be singing.  On Sunday, December 11th we will be rehearsing in the
church once worship is over.  We ask that you go downstairs while

the children practise.  We will let you know when we are finished.  Sunday School will
then be taking a break until January 15, 2023.

Karen and I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Paula McNaughton
Sunday School Coordinator

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Accessibility Advisory Committee would like to remind
everyone of the direction change for the parking spots behind
the church.  This improves the accessibility to the church as
accessible vans and mobility buses are designed to exit on the

vehicles right side.  This also improves safety by not having to go around a vehicle to
access the church.

Should you find yourself with reduced mobility feel free to utilize these parking spaces.

HELP US UPDATE OUR RECORDS

The pandemic has brought many changes over the past 2 ½ years which
members of Zion have had to live through.  Have you moved, given up
your landline for a cell phone, established new households, gotten new
email addresses?  If you have made any of these changes, please notify Jane
in the church office so we can update our records and keep in touch.  Your
cooperation is greatly appreciated.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

“For a child has been born to us, a son given to us” - Isaiah 9:6

4 PM & 7 PM - Christmas Eve Communion Service (Saturday,
December 24th): Amid the stillness of this holy night, we gather
together to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord as we share in his Holy
Supper.  One of the most solemn and cherished worship services of
the year as we rejoice in the “silent night, holy night” in which the
Christ Child “sleeps in heavenly peace.”

10 AM - Christmas Day Holy Communion: On the morning of this most holy day,
we gather together around Word and Sacrament to celebrate the birth of our Saviour.

“O come, let us behold him - Christ the Lord!”

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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+November 3, 2022

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

Donations are now being accepted so the Women of Faith can purchase
flowers to decorate our church for our Christmas celebrations.  Please put
Christmas Flowers and your name on a separate envelope and place it on
the offering plate or bring it to the church office.  Donations will be accepted
from now until mid-December.  Thank you for your gift!

UPDATE 

ON THE NEW FAMILY COMING TO STRATFORD

A new family from Syria will be arriving in Stratford soon.  The
family consists of a husband and wife and six children ranging in age
from 15 months to 9 years.  Zion is participating in planning for the
family’s arrival.

We have been assigned with “equipping the kitchen”.  Due to your
generous support most of the items have been donated.  However, we

still need blankets suitable for four single beds.

If you can help out with blankets, please drop them off at the church office on weekday
mornings.  For the kitchen, if you have any small items, they may be left in the boxes at
the church entrance.

We thank you for your efforts on behalf of the Syrian family.

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed
below are those who serve in December as a reminder and as a “thank

you” for serving.

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

Dec. 4 N/A Mervyn
Dietz

Glenn
Rittinger

Darrell
Renecker

Marilyn
Wells

Dec. 11 N/A Wayne &
Linda
Faulhafer

Carmen
Beck

Brian
Coe

Marilyn
Wells

Dec. 18 N/A Audrey
Miller

Marilyn
Wells

Jerry
Terhaerdt

Dianne
Yundt

Dec. 24 
*4 P.M.*

N/A Tom & Joanne
Cosstick

Stephen
Fischer

Tom
Cosstick

N/A

Dec. 24 
*7 P.M.*

N/A Gerald &
Isabel Cook

Isabel
Cook

Steve
Lamont

N/A

Dec. 25 N/A Ellen
Wolfe

Brian
Wilker

Brian
Coe

N/A



A Prayer for the Holiday Season
By: Molly Law

Dear Lord,

Thank you for this time of year, full of laughter, fun, and celebration. Thank you for the
time to reflect on you and your many blessings and celebrate the birth of your only Son
as your long-fulfilled promise of love for us. Although the world depicts a time of year
full of laughter and joy, I pray for those who feel alone, for those who are grieving. I pray
as they look around and see nothing but happiness that they do not feel. 

My Father, I pray for those who have lost a loved one or several loved ones and feel
nothing but pain and sadness during the holidays. I pray that we do not forget them — I
pray we show them kindness and understanding. I pray we can let them know that any and
all feelings can be felt during the holidays, and that is okay. I pray that this year, we enjoy
the family we do have around us. I pray we remember the good times we had with a loved
one now lost and that only good memories abound in our minds. I pray that the holidays
bring love, joy, and kindness to us all and that we show it to a world that is broken and
hurting. 

Thank you for coming to earth and living among us until it was time for you to die and
rise again for us. Thank you for taking away our sins and offering us the gift of salvation.
I pray that the focus of the holidays this year be about you and your love for us — that we
keep Jesus at the heart of our celebrations.

We love and trust you with all of our hearts, our Lord and Saviour.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

FROM

PASTOR JEFF, SISTER JEAN,

PAUL, LAURA, SANDRA,

JANE & SUE


